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Haraldur Karlsson has long been working with 
the medium of video and experimenting with the 
possibilities of its technical parameters. He uses 
the latest technology in long-term projects and 
collaborates with a number of interdisciplinary 
experts. Karlsson’s own work is usually presented by 
Karlsson through an interactive artistic installation 
or performance at an exhibition or in public space, 
which has become a place of critical reflection on 
the development and growth of contemporary 
society. Presently, he is interested in medical 
records of magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) 
depicting the internal biological organs of the body, 
as well as data from astronomy or mathematical 
patterns of natural phenomena. Using digital 
technologies, the author transforms exact and 
technical data into a poetic testimony with 
a distinctive choreography revealing their hidden 
aesthetic quality.

In April we were ready to welcome Icelandic artist 
Haraldur Karlsson to Vašulka Kitchen Brno as part 
of our residency series. His physical presence 
will be replaced by a virtual residence, which will 
present Haraldur and his current work in a series  
of videos, texts, and online transmissions. Haraldur 
will grant us insight into his creative process and 
demonstrate the mechanism of working with 
contemporary video processing technologies.

Vašulka Kitchen Brno 
Centrum umění nových médií
Dům umění města Brna
Malinovského nám. 2a, 602 00 Brno
vasulkakitchen.org

“The kind of concentration and focus that I have on 
video image today, I could never have before. This is not 
just because I have changed, it is also because video has 
changed, evolved and matured. .... Video has become a 
medium that accepts concentration and detailed work 
and a medium that offers so much more potentials and 
promises. Working with video is not frustrating anymore 
rather joyful. The computer does not crash, the 
programs are capable and stable. I can shape the image 
in any way that I wish much like working on a digital 
photograph. We are not even bound by the traditional 
frame of the image and don’t have to keep it. Video 
is out of the box. It has broken its box. One can now 
explore and wonder about the new frontiers of video.” 

				    Farhad Kalantary

Haraldur Karlsson (b. 1967,Reykjavik) lives and works 
in Oslo, Norway and has specialized in experimental 
video art for nearly 30 years. Between 1999 and 
2009, Karlsson worked at the Icelandic Academy 
of Fine Arts as head of fine arts digital Media Lab. 
He has had a number of exhibitions, performances, 
workshops and lectures both in Norway and abroad.

The event takes place with the financial support of the statutory city of Brno.


